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13 (p. 173).— Jacques Marquette was born at Lacn, France, June
10, 1637, becoming a novice in the Jesuit order at Nancy, Oct. 8,
1654. His studies were pursued at Pont-a-Mousson, and he spent
the usual term as instructor at Rheims, Charleville, and Langres.
He had long desired to enter the foreign missions of the order; this
wish was granted him in 1666, whereupon he came to Canada.
The first two years there were spent in the study of the Algonkin
language; he then departed for the Ottawa mission, where (1669)
he replaced Allouez at Chequamegon. Driven thence by the Sioux,
he founded among the Hurons at the Straits of Mackinac (1671) the
mission of St. Ignace. He remained there until May, 1673, when,
with Louis Joliet, he set out upon the famous voyage in which they
discovered the Mississippi River, and traced its course as far as the
Arkansas. At the end of the following September, they returned
to Green Bay, via the Chicago portage. In the spring of 1674,
Joliet went down to Quebec, and made a verbal report of the voy-
age. Marquette did not long survive the hardships of that expedi-
tion. In October, 1674, he left Green Bay, although he was in poor
health, to found a mission among the Kaskaskia Indians in Illinois.
Iliness prostrating him while engaged in this task, he was compelled
to abandon it, and set out on the return to Mackinac; but death
overtook him on the journey, May 18, 1675. This event occurred
at the mouth of Marquette river, near the site of the present town
of Ludington, Mich. Besides this river, a county and city in Michi-
gan, and a county and village in Wisconsin, are named for the
missionary. Wisconsin isrepresented in the capitol at Washington,
D. C., by a marble statue of Marquette, designed by the Florentine
sculptor Gaetano Trentanove.

While at Green Bay in 1674, Marquette wrote an account of
the Mississippi voyage, which was sent to his superior at Quebec.
This paper fortunately reached its destination; but as Joliet,
when almost in sight of Montreal, lost by the wreck of his canoe
all his papers, including his written report to the governor of
Canada, the credit of discovering the Mississippi, which properly
belongs in common to the two explorers, has generally been at-
tributed to Marquette alone, he being the only reporter of the
voyage. His journal and letters will be published in this series, in
due course.

Regarding the life and labors of this noted missionary, see Roche-
monteix’s /ésuztes, t. iil., pp. 4—33, where are given copious biblio-
graphical references. Cf. Brucker’s ‘‘ Jacques Marquette,”’ in Révue
de Montreal, vol. iii., pp. 808 —81q, and vol. iv., pp. 49—63, 114—117:
also ‘“ Mémoire sur le Pére Marquette,” in Réwvue Canadienne, 3rd
series, vol. i., p. 283, and vol. ii., p. 25. At St. Mary’s College,



